
2.25 Combustible material should not be
placed beneath constructional hearths unless
there is an air-space of at least 50mm between
the underside of the hearth and the
combustible material, or the combustible
material is at least 250mm below the top of the
hearth (see Diagram 2.9).

2.26 An appliance should be located on a
hearth so that it is surrounded by a surface
free of combustible material as shown in
Diagram 2.10. This surface may be part of the
surface of the hearth provided in accordance
with Paragraph 2.23, or it may be the surface
of a superimposed hearth laid wholly or partly
upon a constructional hearth. The edges of
this surface should be marked to provide a
warning to the building occupants and to
discourage combustible floor finishes such as
carpet from being laid too close to the
appliance. A way of achieving this would be to
provide a change in level.

2.27 Combustible material placed on or beside
a constructional hearth should not extend
under a superimposed hearth by more than
25mm or to closer than 150mm measured
horizontally to the appliance.

2.28 Some ways of making these provisions
are shown in Diagram 2.11.

Fireplace recesses and
prefabricated appliance chambers
2.29 Fireplaces need to be constructed such
that they adequately protect the building fabric
from catching fire. A way of achieving the
requirements would be to build:

a) fireplace recesses from masonry or
concrete as shown in Diagram 2.12; or

b) prefabricated factory-made appliance
chambers using components that are made of
insulating concrete having a density of
between 1200 and 1700kg/m3 and with the
minimum thickness as shown in Table 2.3.
Components should be supplied as sets for
assembly and jointing in accordance with the
manufacturer's instructions.

Approved Document JCombustion appliances and fuel storage systems
32

J ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS FOR APPLIANCES BURNING SOLID FUEL

appliance

opening to
   firebed

appliance

opening to
   firebed

at least:
225mm for a closed
appliance; or
300mm for an open
appliance and a
closed appliance that
can properly be used
with its front open

constructional hearth
dimensions in Diagram 2.8 at least

150mm or
to a suitably
heat resistant
wall

perimeter should
be clearly marked
e.g. edge of
superimposed
hearth

perimeter should
be clearly marked
e.g. edge of
superimposed
hearth

hearth surface
free of combustible

material

at least
150mm

a) Fireplace recess b) Free standing

Diagram 2.10: Non-combustible hearth surface surrounding a solid fuel appliance


